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D.     Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation
(Continued)

The purpose of these changes was to insure that the program serves only
those whose education is disrupted directly by mobility and that funds are
targeted on children of parents truly dependent upon their mobility. As
noted above, several studies of the Migrant Education Program indicate
that local programs may be serving significant numbers of children whose
education is not so disrupted and who may not have had special educational
needs caused by it.

Proposed Changes in the Program Statute. On February 4, 1983, the Depart-
ment proposed a statutory change to reduce the period of eligibility for
"formerly migratory" children from five years to two years.

On November 18, 1983, Congress passed a set of technical amendments to
ECIA (P.L. 98-211) that amend Section 555(b) of ECIA by requiring that
the Department continue to use the definitions of "currently migratory
child," "migratory agricultural worker" and "migratory fisherman" which
were in effect on June 30, 1982 in regulations prescribed under subpart 1
of Part 8 of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965. 4/

Proposed Reduction in the Migrant Education Budget. The Department's
Fiscal Year 1984 Budget requested $129,434,000, a decrease of $126,310,000
from 1983. The proposed reduction was intended to: reflect a reordering
of priorities within Chapter 1 to shift funds toward the LEA grant program
and be in line with the proposed legislation and regulatory changes out-
lined above,
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